Lytic cocktail in children. Rectal versus intramuscular administration.
The efficacy of the lytic cocktail (1 ml contains pethidine 28 mg, promethazine 7 mg, chlorpromazine 7 mg) administered intramuscularly or rectally as premedication was studied in 51 children aged 1-12 years who had minor elective otological surgery. One group received 0.05 ml/kg intramuscularly (maximum dose 2.0 ml) and the other 0.07 ml/kg per rectum (maximum dose 2.8 ml). Most were satisfactorily sedated before operation, but after operation the rectally premedicated children were less sedated, which was in agreement with lower plasma pethidine concentrations in this group. The rectal dose should be increased if prolonged postoperative sedation is desireable.